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Wallace Rose Hill HOSA 
Helps Save Lives! 

On October 3, 2017 Wallace Rose Hill High 
Schools’ HOSA chapter held a blood drive 
for the American Red Cross.  The students 

and staff at WRH gave 58 pints of blood to save others lives.    

F A L L  2 0 1 7  
 

• Paige Mings, Agriculture Education, James Kenan High School 
• Lauren Norwood, middle grades STEM, Kenansville Elementary 
• Cindy Rhodes, middle grades BFIT, Rose Hill-Magnolia Elementary 
• Tim Grady, Construction Trades, James Kenan High School 
• Bert Wheeler, Automotive Services, North Duplin Jr. Sr. High School 
• Jeremy Cecil, Automotive Services, Wallace-Rose Hill High school 
• William Jeffers, JROTC, Wallace-Rose Hill High School 
• Tiffany Cassell, District Duplin Agribusiness Academy Coordinator 
• Captain Bobby Gay, JROTC, James Kenan High School 
• Staff Major Mark Cox, JROTC, Wallace Rose Hill High School 
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Duplin County Schools has been awarded a $25,000 grant 
from the Monsanto Fund’s America’s Farmers Grow Rural 
Education program. Monsanto representative Allie Marold 
announced the award and recognized area farmers who 
nominated Duplin County Schools for the grant opportunity 
during the last Board of Education meeting.   

Farmers Bobbie King, David Chestnutt, Dean Brown, Gregory Bradshaw, Hank Bond, Sidney Lanier, 
John Sullivan, Johnie Boyette, Joy Brock, and Lynn Smith were invited to attend and those able to be 
present were given special edition Monsanto hats in recognition of their important role in the process. 

“Thanks to these local farmers, your teachers, administrators, and students will have the opportunity 
to collaborate with local farmers and other agricultural experts as they integrate the Engineering 
Design Process with production,” explained Marold.  “Projects include bee habitats, greenhouses, tree 
fruit production, horticulture, and animal production.” 

“Duplin County Schools wrote an innovative grant application to apply and enhance science, 
technology, engineering, agriculture, and math skills to design and implement a project that yields an 
agricultural product to be marketed and sold to the community,” added Marold.  “Duplin County 
Schools received the only $25,000 grant awarded in the state of North Carolina.” 

Agriculture education teachers and other school representatives including Casey Knowles from Duplin 
Early College High School, Joseph Murray from East Duplin High School, Tiffany Cassell 
representing James Kenan High School, Lynn Marshburn from North Duplin Jr/Sr High School, and 
Mark Stampe from Wallace-Rose Hill High School accepted plaques on behalf of their schools.   

  

 

Monsanto Fund Awards $25,000 to Duplin County Schools 
 

Thanks to a Golden Leaf Foundation grant North Duplin Jr. Sr. High School was able to add an 
automotive program to their CTE course offereings.  North Duplin’s auto classes were filled to 
maximum capacity as the newly hired teacher Bert Wheeler took the reigns in August.  Mr Wheeler 
commented, “I am excited to be a part of such a great school and program area and look forward to 
many years at North Duplin.”  The school and local community are excited to offer this program 
area as it will link North Duplin to James Sprunt Community College’s Diesel programs by way of 
the Duplin County Schools Diesel Tech Academy fully established in the 2016-2017 school year.     

North Duplin Jr. Sr. HS Adds Automotive Program! 
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Army JROTC cadets from across Duplin County recently attended the annual Junior Cadet Leadership 
Challenge  (JCLC) at Fort Jackson, South Carolina.  They, along with hundreds of cadets from the 
surrounding regions, spent a week immersed in activities and classes designed to assist them with 
developing teamwork and leadership skills. 

Cadets rose early each morning and spent full days learning about safety, drill and ceremony, land 
navigation, and basic marksmanship.  They also participated in physical fitness programs, a ropes 
course challenge, and squad/company competitions. While the vast majority of the camp focused on 
military skills, the Military Stakes, Iron Man/Woman and Marksmanship stations also emphasized 
high school math and vocabulary knowledge. 

JROTC Leadership Camp! 
 

Erica Jones, Career and Technical Education Instructional Management 
Coordinator (IMC) for Duplin County Schools (DCS), has been selected as the 
State IMC of the Year. The announcement was made recently during the 
Instructional Management Division Meeting and Awards Luncheon held in 
Greensboro. 

Jones, also the Southeast Regional IMC of the Year, was lauded for her dedication, leadership, and 
eagerness to collaborate with colleagues, among other attributes. Tarla Smith, DCS Special Advisor for 
CTE/STEM/and Innovative Programs, says that Jones provides a critically vital service for teachers 
and students. 

“Having served in multiple CTE capacities during her educational career as well as possessing an 
extensive knowledge of career development has holistically equipped Mrs. Jones to provide exceptional 
instructional support for our teachers thus impacting competency attainment in our students,” said 
Smith. “She is a team player, utilizing her organizational and advanced technological skills to manage 
efficiently all of the IMC responsibilities.” 

Stephen Kelly, State Instructional Management Consultant with the NC Department of Public 
Instruction, says Jones has become a leader among her peers and across the state. “She organizes 
regional meetings, pays attention to detail, and has given local and state level professional development. 
Erica exemplifies our role of Instructional Management Coordinator, and I look forward to work with 
her this year in moving our division and state forward.” 

CTE Instructional Management Coordinator Receives State Honors 
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JKHS FFA 

Students Receive Prestigious State Degree 

On June 21, 2017 at the North Carolina FFA State 
Convention Calvin Johnston and David Melendez 
were awarded with their State Degree from the North 
Carolina FFA Association.  This is the highest degree 
awarded at the state level. Johnston and Melendez 
have worked hard throughout their high school career 
to reach this milestone.  

The requirements of receiving the State FFA Degree 
include earning at least 300 hours in excess of 
scheduled class time in a supervised agricultural 
experience program, participating in at lease 5 FFA 
activities above the chapter level, performing 10 
parliamentary procedures, delivering a 6 minute speech 
on an agriculture related topic, and providing at least 
24 hours of community service to outside 
organizations.  

Calvin Johnston graduated from James Kenan High 
School on June 13, 2017 after being an FFA member 
for four years and serving as the Historian and the Vice 
President of the James Kenan FFA Chapter. Calvin’s 
SAE that helped him reach this honor is working for 
Mr. Louis Howard on his swine farm.  

David Melendez is a rising senior at James Kenan and 
has served as Chaplain and Reporter, and will serve as 
the James Kenan FFA President this upcoming school 
year. David’s SAE in which he completed over 300 
hours include working at Hwy 55 in Kenansville and 
working for JD Blackmore in poultry production.   

Congratulations to these two outstanding FFA 
members on their hard work and dedication to 
agriculture. 
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Manufacturing Day 2017 

2

 
Manufacturing Day is an annual event co-produced by 
Fabricators & Manufacturers Association, International; 
National Association of Manufacturers; and 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership.  The mission of 
Manufacturing Day is to address common 
misconceptions about what manufacturing is and what it 
isn’t by giving manufacturers an opportunity to open 
doors to showcase their company. 
 

JKHS FCCLA In Action 

1

North Duplin agriculture students (32) visited 
Wilmington Grill on Friday, October 6.  Wilmington 
Grill was hosting a Manufacturing Day event.   
 
Wilmington Grill representatives led students on a tour of 
the facility. Students were able to see the process of 
making a Wilmington Grill from raw material to final 
assembly. They saw several manufacturing processes in 
action, from laser cutting to welding. A representative 
from Cape Fear Community College was on hand to 
discuss Engineering Technology Programs.  Students 
were treated to a cooking demonstration and tasting event 
to wrap up the visit. 

-The James Kenan High School FCCLA club has been 
extremely active.  The CTSO has worked hard on several service 
projects.  They started off October with the FCCLA Installation 
ceremony where newly elected officers were inducted (Oct. 9, 
2017.) 
 
-The fun continued as the club collected canned goods to donate 
to the Food Bank of North Carolina on Oct. 19, 2017, at the 
State Fair.  It was a fun-filled day as the students donated and 
went on a scavenger hunt. 
 
-The FCCLA club enhanced their service as they collected 
money for Breast Cancer Awareness. They have challenged their 
peers to donate to this worthy cause and as an incentive is giving 
the 1st-period class that raises the most money a party. 
 
-The FCCLA members of James Kenan High School attended 
the Fall Leadership workshop at Topsail High School on Oct. 
31, 2017.  Students had an opportunity to participate in 
leadership activities and network with other FCCLA members 
across the state. Students participated in a community service 
project, where they made soup bags for the local Soup 
kitchen.  The day also helped in training the students to compete 
in the upcoming State Leadership Conference that will be held 
in the spring. 
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North Duplin Agriculture Program 
Receives 9K in Grant Funding 

Hosts NC First Lady Kristin Cooper 

1

 
The North Duplin Agriculture Program, led by Lynn 
Marshburn, has received several grants totaling over 
$9,000.00 to improve greenhouse and horticulture 
facilities. The largest of these ($4,000.00) was 
provided through the Whole Kids Foundation and 
presented on September 18th by North Carolina First 
Lady Kristin Cooper. FFA members were able to 
participate in a round table discussion with the First 

2

Lady and other industry leaders to evaluate the 
importance of teaching students about food 
production and addressing the growing food 
insecurity issue in our state. In addition to the Whole 
Kids grant, the program has also received funding 
from the Monsanto Growing Rural Communities 
Grant that the county received, a National FFA 
Living to Serve grant, and a Tri-County EMC Bright 
Ideas Grant. 
 
The driving purpose of all of these grants is to 
construct and improve horticulture facilities on 
campus to better mirror those that students would 
be working with in the local industry. The 
improvements will include a 26’x24’ high tunnel 
house which is used by the fruit and vegetable 

3

production industry to extend the growing 
season of certain crops. This structure would 
house blackberry bushes similar to the 
production system used by Cottle Farms. The 
funds will also help expand the current grape 
vines to a miniature vineyard as well as add 
other fruits such as peach trees, blueberry and 
blackberry shrubs for students to practice skills 
such as pruning, harvesting, and fertilizing. In 
addition, five raised bed boxes will be 
constructed to offer a community garden to 
students in need. It is the mission of the FFA to 
make a difference in the lives of students by 
developing their potential for premier leadership, 
personal growth, and career success through 
Agricultural Education. By adding these facilities 
and instructing students on how to cultivate and 
maintain them, students will be better prepared 
to enter the horticulture industry upon graduation 
from high school or a four year university. 
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DCS Agriculture Programs Host Leadership 
Workshop! 

2

for their chapter that will guide them through 
the school year’s events. In addition to chapter 
related FFA success the group of 23 students 
also successfully planned their booth for the 
upcoming 2017 Duplin County Agribusiness 
Fair.  

The mission of the National FFA is 
“To 
make a 
positive 
difference 
in the 

lives of 
students by 

developing 
their 

potential for 
premier 

leadership, 
personal 

growth and 
career success 

through agricultural education,” 
which was the focus of the 2017 FFA 
Leadership workshop. Students were able to 
take away specific dutie that they will be 
responsible for upholding in their respected 
chapter, insight on their specific leadership 
qualities, and goals that have been established.  
“We would love to continue to do this each 
year, with hopes to even expand it to a two day 
program,” said Joseph Murray of East Duplin. 

1

Duplin 
County Schools Agriculture 
Education programs held an FFA officer 
leadership workshop on Wednesday, August 2, 
2017 at East Duplin High School. All four high 
schools were represented by their 2017-2018 
chapter FFA officers that participated in 
multiple leadership and planning activities.  

Throughout the workshop 
students worked with 
officers from other 
chapters to complete a 
STEM activity, 

determine officer 
roles and duties.  
Ms. Samantha 

Wilson, from 
Wallace-Rose Hill, 

worked with the group on 
communication and cooperation in a Human 
Knot exercise. North Duplin Jr./Sr.’s Lynn 
Marshburn coordinated SMART goal making 
using a hands on approach that students could 
easily relate to. Mrs. Tiffany Cassell from James 
Kenan worked with the group on using 
SMART goals to create a Program of Activities 
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The Health Sciences Academy sponsored its first Freshman Academy for its newest 9th grade members.  
The academy partnered with James Sprunt Community College for the event.  Students met in the 
Boyette Building of JSCC where they were invited to enjoy a pizza lunch.  The students were then sent 
through 3 personal and academic development workshops.  Amber Ferrell, counselor with JSCC, led a 
workshop in test tasking strategies, study skills, and more.  Other topics included phone and general 
etiquette, as well as thank you note writing.  Students focused on learning how to place a phone call and 
make an appointment for a job-shadowing placement.  They also learned how to shake hands properly 
and write an effective thank you note after a job shadowing experience is completed.  The final session 
involved tips on building your high school portfolio.  Students updated their portfolio using the CTE 
Career Cruising software package. By the time students are seniors, they should be able to print out a 
resume from Career Cruising using the information they have input over their 4 years of high school. 

Duplin Health Sciences Academy News! 

Food Bank Volunteering Freshmen Academy 

Health Careers Symposium: 
Touching a Heart 

On November 8, Elizabeth Tew from Channel 9 came to film STEM activities 
in Kindergarten, 4th and 7th grades at Beulaville Elementary School.  Rodrigo 
Sanchez, a 7th grader was interviewed at the Sustainable Agriculture module 
while he and Jarrod Pickett were testing the pH of the soil used to grow 
radishes.  Channel 9 reporter asked him how STEM class would impact his 
future and to explain the steps used to test soil pH.  Mrs. Wickline loves STEM 
because students explore how Science, Math, and Technology are used every 
day in various careers. STEM provides hands-on activities for analyzing DNA, 

assembling engines, checking blood pressure, designing house plans, maneuvering robotic arms, 
analyzing acid rain effects, and cooking with solar energy. STEM encourages students to use the 
Engineering Design Process to solve real world problems while exposing them to careers they may 
pursue. Thank you Golden Leaf Foundation and Duplin County Schools for 
funding STEM! 

Channel 9 Reports on Beulaville Elementary 
School’s STEM Programs! 
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New Missions Labs Open! 

STEM 
Missions Labs 
for students in 
grades three 
through five 
opened this 
year at 
Beulaville 

Elementary, Chinquapin Elementary, 
Kenansville Elementary, and Rose Hill-
Magnolia Elementary.  As of the 2017-18 
school year, all Duplin County elementary 
schools have Missions Labs.  Grant funding to 
implement the elementary Missions program 
was provided by the Education and Workforce 
Innovation Fund. Teachers are doing a fantastic 
job facilitating instruction in the lab as they help 
their students become independent learners, 
cooperative crewmembers, and critical thinkers.  

STEM on the Green! 

Third grade students 
from North Duplin 
Elementary and 
Warsaw Elementary 
traveled to the 
University of Mount 
Olive to participate in 

the 2nd annual STEM on the Green Event on 
Friday, October 13th. Students and their 
teachers participated 
in activities to learn 
about a variety of 
STEM topics. They 
discovered where 
our food comes 
from, 3-D printing, 
and how math impacts the way music sounds. 
While exploring in more than twenty-five 
interactive STEM booths, students also learned 
about STEM careers and STEM classes offered 
at the University. 

CTE Showcased at the Duplin 
County Agribusiness Fair! 

Duplin County Schools’ Career and Technical 
Education department was well represented at 
the 2017 Duplin Agribusiness Fair.  Fair goers 
were treated to interactive booths representing 
Agriculture, JROTC, STEM, the Duplin Heath 
Sciences Academy, the Duplin Agribusiness 
Academy, Automotive/Skills USA, and 
Business, Finance, and Information 
Technology.  Each program area provided 
participants with hands-on experiences 
including milking a virtual cow, driving a 
racecar, and building circuits.  We are very 
proud of our program areas, students, and 

teachers that 
participated to 
showcase their 
programs for the 
community. 
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EDHS 84th Battalion Takes Home 
Gold at the Warsaw Veterans Parade 

November 4th, 2017, the 84th participated in 
the 97th annual veterans parade in Warsaw, 
North Carolina, coming home in the number 
one spot. Competing with over 4 other 
battalions, and a two-mile march the battalion 
stuck it out through it all. The Drill team 
presented with “The Queen Ann Salute” led by 
CFSG Jocelyn Teoyotl while the rest of the 
battalion continued with an “Eyes Right.” 
 

You’re Only as Strong as Your 
Weakest Link! 

October 14, 2017 the East Duplin raider team 
participated in the West Brunswick meet in 
Shallotte, NC. This meet pulled together cadets 
into one, and truly made them a team. As the 
hours went by doing strenuous activities, the 
team realized they are only as strong as their 
weakest link. 
 

NC Governor Roy Cooper has issued a 
proclamation declaring November as “NC 
Career Development Month” and November 15 
as “NC Career Development Coordinator 
Day.”  Duplin County Schools (DCS) also 
celebrates Career Development and Career 
Development Coordinators, both of which are 
critical components of Career and Technical 
Education. 

The Governor’s proclamation states, “Career 
Development Coordinators in Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) programs in North 
Carolina’s public schools are committed to 
helping students explore their potential within 
the National Career Development Guidelines.” 

It also notes that Career Development 
Coordinators “aid in helping students succeed 
in life, college, and/or careers, citizen readiness, 
and as productive members of society” by 
empowering students to make informed 
decisions regarding post-high school plans. 

“Duplin County Schools and James Sprunt 
Community College have a long-standing 
relationship forged by the goal of providing the 
best possible education to the citizens of Duplin 
County. The Career and Technical Education 
advancements spearheaded over the years by 
Tarla Smith, June Davis and others continue to 
present a growing number of students with 
opportunities they would have never otherwise 
had.  That is why Career and Technical 
Education and Career Development 
Coordinators are such an integral part of 
District-Wide Early College and Duplin County 
Schools.  On behalf of our Board, and with 
appreciation to Governor Cooper for his 
acknowledgement of these efforts, I want to 
commend everyone involved in CTE,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Austin Obasohan. 

 

CTE Celebrates Career 
Development Month 
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Each year, the National FFA Organization honors FFA members 
who show the utmost dedication to the organization through their 
desire to develop their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agricultural education. FFA 
member Cody Boone is the first ever American Degree recipient from 
James Kenan High School (JKHS). 

The American FFA Degree is bestowed upon a select group of students in recognition of their years 
of academic and professional excellence.  This year just over 4,000 FFA members were awarded the 
American Degree at the 90th National FFA Convention & Expo in Indianapolis. 

FFA members must have earned and productively invested $10,000 through a supervised agricultural 
experience program in which they start, own or hold a professional position in an existing agricultural 
enterprise in order to be eligible to earn the degree. Recipients must also complete 50 hours 
community service and demonstrate outstanding leadership abilities and civic involvement. 

Boone, a member of the James Kenan FFA chapter, is the first American Degree recipient from 
James Kenan High School. His Supervised Agriculture Experience was in Power Structural and 
Technical Systems through a placement experience with Warsaw Heating and Air. Boone used 
agricultural mechanics skills to troubleshoot, problem solve, and assist with various facility heating 
and cooling calls. He completed community service hours through volunteering with Warsaw Fire 
Department and helping fellow troop members earn their Eagle Scout badges. 

He graduated from JKHS in 2016 and completed training through the Fire and Rescue Academy at 
Wilson Community College. He is a paid fireman with the Kinston Fire Department as well as a local 
volunteer fire fighter.  

He thanks his father, Curtis Boone, for his support and guidance; Warsaw Heating and Air and Cottle 
Farms for the hands-on opportunity to learn valuable skills, and his agriculture teacher Tiffany Cassell 
for her knowledge and wisdom as his FFA advisor. 

Each recipient of the American FFA Degree receives a gold American FFA Degree key and 
certificate. This is the highest recognition for FFA members, and is only received after at least one 
year of high school graduation. 

Sponsored by Case IH, Elanco Animal Health and Syngenta, the award recognizes demonstrated 
ability and outstanding achievements in agricultural business, production, processing or service 
programs. 

The National FFA Organization provides leadership, personal growth and career success training 
through agricultural education to 653,359 student members who belong to one of 78,568 local FFA 
chapters throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The organization is also 
supported by 225,891 alumni members in 1,934 alumni chapters throughout the U.S. 

 Congratulations Cody! 

Local FFA Member Awarded National FFA 
Degree 
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Collaboration is Key! 

Students in Joseph 
Murray’s agriculture 
classes at East Duplin 
High School have 
established worm 
habitats as part of the 
work they are doing 

to study 
composting.  The 
high school 
students are 
using these 
habitats to 
provide 
mealworms and 

earthworms to elementary 
school students studying 
science in the STEM 
Missions Labs.  This 
collaboration provides the 
high school students with 
composting material and 

provides the elementary students with the 
organisms they need in their Animals and 
Ecology Missions.   

 

JKHS’ Manufacturing Day 2017 Visit! 

More than 30 James Kenan High School Business, Finance and Information 
Technology students visited Dell on Friday, October 6 for a Manufacturing 
Day event.   
 
Dell operates a manufacturing facility in Apex producing data storage products. 

Dell representatives led students on a tour of the facility. Students saw the process of creating data 
storage from the beginning, through quality testing, and packing for shipment. Students also saw 
displays prepared and staffed by Dell employees including Community Involvement, Customer 
Appreciation, Lean/Six Sigma, Employee Diversity Circles, Toastmasters and more. 
 
Manufacturing Day is an annual event co-produced by Fabricators & Manufacturers Association, 
International; National Association of Manufacturers; and Manufacturing Extension Partnership.  The 
mission of Manufacturing Day is to address common misconceptions about what manufacturing is 
and what it isn’t by giving manufacturers an opportunity to open their doors to showcase their 
company. 
 

Skills USA In Action! 
 
L to R. Rafael Utrera, David Lee, Dillon Batts at the NC 
SkillsUSA Leadership Academy, Camp Dixie. Dillon 
Batts and Rafael Utrera received the SkillsUSA 
Leadership Award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
East Duplin High School Skills USA hosted a car show 
on October 14, 2017 to raise money for their CTSO 
events.  

 



 

 

CTE, STEM & INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS FALL 2017 

13 

The Duplin Agribusiness Academy has been busy growing during the fall semester thanks to the $75,000.00 
Catalyzing CTE Through Enhanced Career Pathways grant received recently 
by DCS and JSCC. In August, Tiffany Cassell was hired by Duplin County 
Schools to be the Agribusiness Academy Coordinator for the district. The 
addition of a Duplin Agribusiness Academy Coordinator has allowed for further 
recruitment and networking with local agribusinesses. The goal of the Duplin 
Agribusiness Academy is to help students become aware of agriculture career 
opportunities, understand the agriculture industry and serve the local 
community.  
 

School visits, parent meetings, and volunteer 
opportunities this fall have demonstrated 
genuine student interest in agriculture and their 
desire to learn more about career opportunities. 
Each high school has been visited multiple 
times to make connections with eligible ninth and 
tenth graders following an appropriate pathway. Parent meetings were held at 
each high school to allow parents to hear about the academy benefits and ask 
any questions they had about their child’s involvement. Students that 
committed to applying to the Agribusiness Academy have already been 

steadily working to obtain their required volunteer service hours through opportunities arranged by the 
academy. The North Carolina Poultry Jubilee took place on November 3-4, 2017 and two academy 
volunteers were present. Smithfield’s and Duplin County Schools hosted an event on November 15-16, 2017 
entitled “Pigs, Producers, and Pork.” This event utilized 15 Agribusiness Academy students who helped pack 
lunches, assist Smithfield employees, interact with fourth grade students, and perform during a skit about 
pork production.  
 
High school students have not been the only focus this semester. Mrs. Cassell presented a lesson to over 
125 students at Rose Hill Magnolia Elementary who are enrolled in STEM 
courses on October 12, 2017. The North Duplin Jr./Sr. High School STEM 
teacher Kim Wolfe recognized it would be a beneficial experience for her 
students to learn about occupations in agriculture, considering the careers 
relate to several of the modules that students complete during their time in the 
STEM lab. On November 9, 2017 they were exposed to over 50 different 
agriculture professions through an interactive lesson on careers and also 
completed a career assessment to see where they may fit in the industry.  
 
The Agribusiness Academy has a busy spring planned with new members and 
promoting the opportunities the academy provides to eighth graders. Students 
that joined in the fall semester will participate in workshops, continue serving 
the community by obtaining volunteer service opportunities, and take tours of 
colleges and industry. Current eighth graders will have the opportunity to apply 
in the spring after a presentation about the Agribusiness Academy and course 
registration.   
 
 

Duplin County Schools and James Sprunt Community College 
Receive Grant to Expand Agribusiness Academy! 

Catalyzing CTE Through Enhanced Career Pathways  
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Drafting Students Get Updated Space! 
The 2017 fall semester has brought about several changes for the Drafting Department at 
Wallace-Rose Hill High School. The new curriculum requires software updates to Rivit and 
AutoCad. Thanks to Tarla Smith, Erica Jones, Marvin Guthrie, Tim Jenkins, Gary Brown, 
Jason Ginn and many others, we were blessed to receive new computer desks in our lab as well. 
Many of our old drafting tables and chairs were broken and increased interest in the classes 
required more space/desks. The technology department graciously donated the EE Smith 
computer lab tables to our department, which has been a blessing to my students. 

Several Duplin County STEM and agriculture programs were 
recently featured on WNCT.  In her “Planting the Seeds” story, 
Channel 9 reporter Elizabeth Tew featured students and teachers 
from East Duplin High School, Beulaville Elementary School, and 
Kenansville Elementary School.  The report featured high school 
agriculture and robotics projects, the elementary Missions lab, 
LEGO learning in kindergarten, 1st grade class gardens, and the 
middle school STEM academy.  We are proud of our teachers and 

students as they continue to align teaching and learning to ensure student success in college, career, and 
life.  To access the story go to http://wnct.com/2017/11/15/behind-the-story-planting-the-seeds/. 
 

WNCT Channel 9 Reports on DCS STEM and Agriculture! 

On November 7, the Drafting II class at Wallace Rose Hill went on a 
field trip to NC State University to the Design College. The students 

were given a tour of the design school and were told about all the different courses that were available 
there. They then were divided up into four different groups in their lab and given an assignment to 
complete. After the assignment was completed, the students had to present it to their fellow classmates.  
 
 

Drafting Students at WRH Visit 
NCSU Design College! 



 

 

 
 

 

For more information on Duplin County Schools Career and Technical Education programs 
visit us on the web at: 

https://www.duplinschools.net/Page/86 
 

OR 
 

Contact: Tarla Smith, Special Advisor for Career and Technical Education, STEM and 
Innovative Programs at 

tasmith@duplinschools.net 

Sixteen educators from Duplin County Schools to include three CTE teachers were awarded Tri-County 
Electric Membership Corporation Bright Ideas Grants during an awards 
banquet in Dudley. 

DCS winners are:  Regina Kilpatrick, Joyce Rau, Nicole Lane, Amy 
Parsons, Tera Kennedy, Lynn Marshburn, Kimberly Whitted, Danielle 
Ficklen, Megan Kornegay, Erica Edwards, Kelly Guy, Robyn Sutton, 
Darlene Quinn, Polly Justice, Amy Chrismon, and Robin Mewborn. 

Tri-County Electric Membership Corporation General Manager Mike 
Davis noted that over 300 applications were received, 98 of which were 
awarded.  He said this year’s grant total was over $84,000, and that since 

1994, Tri-County has awarded 1,599 in grants totaling $1,463,329.66. 

Congratulations to all winners and many thanks to Tri-County Electric Membership Corporation. 

 

Congratulations to DCS Bright Ideas Winners! 

James Kenan High School hosted the 3rd Anuual Harvest STEM day on November 18, 2017 on their campus.  The week started off with lots of 
anxiety as students were faced with multiple tests and deadlines.  With all of that bottled up stress from taking these 
test and balancing school, students were allowed to let off some stream as that took on the Faculty and Staff in a co-
ed basketball game on Thursday the November 16.  It was payback time and the students did not take it easy on the 
teachers as they dunked, dominated and gained an easy win over the Faculty.  
 
On Friday, the Science department led the way as students showed off their STEM projects at 
the a symposium in the gym. The best STEM projects were placed on display at the 
Harvest Stem day. Friday came to an end as students voted to have Mr. 

Greenspan dunked in the dunking booth in front of the student body, 
which set the stage for a successful STEM Harvest day. 

 
Saturday was filled with a variety of businesses and vendors from the surrounding area as well as clubs and 
departments at JK to include FCCLA, FFA, JROTC, Student Council, Talent Club, and many others.  The 
day was filled with bouncing, volleyball, STEM activities, horse backing riding, sightseeing, 
and corn hole. There was also an abundance of food from tacos, fried Oreos, barbecue, 

popcorn, and candy apples to name a few.   
 
Above all of the activities, the purpose of this day was to bring our school and community together to make a positive 
impact. This is a vital way that educators at JK can make a difference in the lives of their students.  The students should 
be our number #1 priority.  Through this event, the students can begin to see the correlation between school, work, 
and community.   They can make a connection and see that one depends on the other.  The school is where we 
model and shape and prepare our students to go out and become productive citizens. 
 
We would like to thank all who came out to support this event, as well as those who may have donated their time, money and 
resources to help make JK a great place to be.  Likewise, we would like to thank the administration, faculty, and staff and give 
special thanks to the Harvest Stem day planning committee who worked numerous hours with Mrs. Shirley Devone, Family and 
Consumer Sciences teacher coordinating the event.  

James Kenan Host 3rd Annual Harvest STEM Day 


